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Dear Travell Families, 
 
As you read in Dr. Gorman’s letter, the Ridgewood Public Schools will pivot to all remote learning for 
the two weeks following December recess. In-person learning will resume on January 19, 2021. 
 
Students in all-remote classes will not see any changes to their schedules. Students in hybrid classes will 
follow a new remote schedule in which all teachers will meet with their whole class every day. (Please 
note that this new remote schedule for hybrid students is different from the schedule we used on Friday, 
December 18, 2020.) You can view the January 4-15 hybrid remote schedule here. 
 
All instructions for each school day will be posted on your child’s Google Classroom. Please instruct your 
child(ren) to get settled and online by 8:35 a.m. each day so they are familiar with the plan. Formal 
instruction will begin promptly at 8:45 a.m. with a live morning meeting and attendance will be taken at 
that time. Children will be able to take breaks and have a snack during the day. 
 
Please note the following: 

● For our Special Education students who do not have services every day, our staff members will 
communicate with reminders of meeting times. At the assigned times, students will meet with 
their teachers via Google Classroom. Case Managers will be in touch with any additional 
information or changes to schedules. 
 

● Special area classes (Art, Library, Music, and Physical Education), taught live, are embedded 
within the day and for these two weeks. Classroom teachers will share specific schedules. 

● Remember to keep in touch with your child’s teacher and/or the health office with any updates to 
your family schedules, health symptoms or illness. While students may not be physically present, 
we are required to keep updated logs. 

 
This closure of our schools is a proactive measure enacted to keep our community safe. As I have 
discussed in countless letters, meetings, and conversations at drop-off and dismissal, we must all continue 
to be vigilant and embrace health and safety best practices. Here are a few things you can do to play your 
part: 

mailto:bross@ridgewood.k12.nj.us
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QnEUQvA8MzxTLQY1nSGcf56n2InmCQLuxoI4js-2rSA/edit?usp=sharing


 
● While we do not encourage travel, note that if you were already planning to travel, you will be 

able to utilize the two weeks at home as your quarantine period to return safely for in-person 
learning on 1/19.  

● Keep it small this season. Remember that the only true safe bubble is your household. 

● At 10:03 a.m. on Wednesday, January 6, when there is a technology glitch, and someone is upset,                 
and someone else is hungry, and it is too cold to go outside...remember that this is temporary.                 
Encourage your entire family to step away for a moment and take a breath. Hop on one foot. Sing                   
your favorite Taylor Swift song. Do five minutes of yoga. Take turns rubbing the dog’s belly. 

Finally, let’s all remember that the December break is a time for family, for rest, for relaxation, for                  
laughter. Let’s look forward to the promise of a new year. As they say, “Exhale the past; inhale the                   
future.” 

You can reach me by phone and by email at any time. I may not have answers, but I will listen and try to                        
help you find solutions. I wish you all the best this holiday season. Stay safe. 

Sincerely, 

Brian Ross 


